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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
As I write my contribution to this, the first newsletter of 2020, I am dripping wet from dashing across 
from the car park in torrential rain, which along with the dramatic storms we’ve had fully underlines 
the appropriateness of this term’s topic – weather. (Although we could have done without losing the 
fence panels!) 
 
Despite the elements, life in school has continued as normal, as you will have seen in this newsletter, 
and it has been my absolute pleasure to be getting dripping wet every week as I have been assisting 
Blue Class in their hydro pool sessions on Monday afternoons. This is such a valuable resource in the 
school, used by all age groups as well as a huge range of disability groups out of school hours. 
 
I am especially pleased to see mainstream integration sessions increasing in frequency this term. It is 
both lovely and socially important for our pupils and those from the mainstream primary and          
secondary schools on campus to have opportunities to mix, make friends and experience each      
others’ worlds regularly enough to  become familiar. My thanks to Discovery Class teacher Kelly    
Taylor for making the arrangements with Wayne Roberts the new Head Teacher at St Nicholas and 
St Laurence Primary. We look forward to continuing these opportunities with Wey Valley School who 
have always enjoyed a close relationship with Wyvern. 
 
A very happy and healthy half term holiday to everyone.  
 
See you back on Monday 24

th
 February. 

 
 

Bruce Douglas 

 

HEADTEACHER’S BLOG 

 

 

This February and March, NHS Dorset Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) are 
inviting Parent Carers across Dorset, Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole to 
share their views on Children's & Young Peoples Mental Health Services.  They 
want to know from your experiences, what you think is working well, what you think 
could be better and what you think is missing. 
 

You can take part by completing an online survey using the following link which includes an easy read     
version https://www.dorsetccg.nhs.uk/yourmind/  or attend any one of the following drop-in sessions - enjoy 
coffee, cake and a chat, for more details please use the following link:  
 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/nhs-dorset-clinical-commissioning-group-ccg-29244489407  

 

Mon     24th February:   6.00pm –   8.00pm   Bridport 

Thurs     5th March:       9.30am – 11.30am   Bournemouth 

Mon       9th March:     10.00am – 12.00pm   West Moors 

Wed     11th March:       9.30am – 11.30am   Bournemouth 

Thurs   19th March:     12.00pm –   6.00pm   Dorchester  
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Green Class have been celebrating Chinese New Year. They have been enjoying lots of      
sensory play activities and learning about the weather. Tyler discovered he loved the 
swimming pool, which was wonderful. 
 

Orange Class have been busy learning about different weather and making 
weather bottles.  We have been enjoying the ‘Little Cloud’ by Eric Carle as 
well.  We are currently taking it in turns going horse riding, which has been 
great fun!  Cookery has been based around making biscuits of different 
shapes and this links with our numeracy work where we are playing with,    
manipulating and naming shapes. We are getting out, experiencing the 

weather, and having fun indoors sharing toys and getting really good at communicating  
during tuck shop time. 
 
Blue Class so far we have been dressing up and experiencing Sensory activities to do with 
cold and wet weather. We have played in "snow" (foam, bubble wrap, play snow and ice); 
made snowmen, snowflake and winter animal shaped cookies and painted with ice cubes!  We 
are now enjoying splashing in puddles, hiding under umbrellas and tasting rainbow coloured 
sweets! We like to have fun in Blue Class! 
 
In Purple Class this term we have used our weather binoculars to investigate the weather and 

have enjoyed using our wind socks to see which way the wind is blowing. 
 
Jet Class have loved being weather investigators this term. From 
jumping up and down in big rain puddles to tiptoeing through hailstones and swinging in the 
sunshine, Jet Class have risen to the challenge and 
delighted in every adventure. We've also enjoyed   

celebrating the Chinese lunar New Year and learning to play with lots of 
new toys! 

Lower School 

 

 

 

Last Day of Term 

Friday 14th February 2020 

Half Term 

Monday 17th to Friday 21st February 2020 
 

Parent Coffee Mornings 

Wed 26th Feb 10-11.30am - Sainsbury 
Coffee Shop 

Wed 18th  March  10-11.30am - School 
Wed 6th May  10-11.30am - School 

Wed 17th June  10-11.30 am - Venue TBC 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/nhs-dorset-clinical-commissioning-group-ccg-29244489407


 

View from the Trustees 

Upper School 

Hi Everyone, 
 
Happy new year! 
 
My name is Kathryn and I am the new Clerk for the Trustees/Admin Officer. I started on 6th January and am 
absolutely loving working at Wyvern already, especially getting to know all of the children.    
 
The Trustees have been busy scheduling their meetings for the year and the Health & Safety committee have 
already met for what was a jam packed meeting!  
 
Our Chair of Trustees Gemma, has managed to secure a grant for our sensory room and garden which is 
such fantastic news and will benefit our children hugely. Well done Gemma and watch this space. 
 
We still have two vacancies for Parent Trustee's, letters regarding this went home with each child but you can 
also call 01305 817917 or send a quick email to gbrayshaw@wyvern.dorset.sch.uk if you are interested or 
know someone who may be. It could even be a friend or family member, anyone you think could add value 
and would like to help. If anyone would like more information or a quick chat and tour of our school please 
don't hesitate to get in touch.  
 
Many Thanks & Regards, 

Kathryn (Clerk to the Trustees & Admin Officer) 
   
 

 
We have started our new topic of weather and the weather has kindly obliged us with 
many different types each day!  There has been lots of work on what to wear in different 
weather conditions and Science investigations looking into the best materials for different 
weather conditions. Several classes have also been flying kites and making weather     
stations. Many of our students also really enjoyed the M and M production of Snow White.  
 
Three students from the Upper School represented Wyvern at the Regional Boccia finals in 
Exeter having won the County event! We are so proud of Josh, Aaliyah and Eddie who 
were fantastic against very tough opposition. This is a sport we can continue to develop for 
our students.  
 

 Post-16 Department News 
 
This term in 6th form we have introduced small Emotional Literacy groups, and are embedding 
the ideas further into the curriculum.  
 
Alison Cooper has completed her Emotional Literacy Support Assistant (ELSA) training and has 
been putting it to good use! We’ve just set up “The Hive” as a separate room for Emotional     
Literacy, where pupils can have some time to themselves, to think and relax or to read and enjoy 
the company of others. We’re not ready to start any individual sessions yet, but watch this 
space!  
 
As usual, Endeavour Class have been busy with WyFri. As well as all the shopping and serving the            
customers, the students also learn how to wash their uniforms and iron them.  Patric has recently joined the 
class in January, and is already a super waiter!  
 
Discovery Class have been busy with two business enterprise projects this half term. We have been collecting 
pine cones to make bird feeders and making valentines cards that have both sold well within school.  A lot of 
the card and ribbons used for our cards have been donated which we were very grateful to receive. 
 

We have continued to be out and about in the community, regularly writing shopping lists and travelling by 
public bus to buy what we need to cook our own meals in school. We are also regular customers at WyFri and 
are pleased to support Endeavour Class.  

 
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Friends of Wyvern 

 
Happy New Year!  
 
Friends of Wyvern are expecting some funding shortly to renovate the sensory room and also some funds to 
spruce up the sensory garden. These are lovely projects to be working on. Conversations are still ongoing 
around the life skills caravan. Whilst the project hasn't moved as quickly as we would have liked we are hoping 
to have some financial help that will be well worth delaying the installation. 
 
FoW had to cancel their January meeting, it was a last minute decision. Whilst every effort was made to inform 
those directly who regularly attend and through social media, I apologise if anyone new to the group tried to 
attend. We have now rescheduled the meeting for Wednesday 26th February @ 7.00pm. 
 
Wishing you all a lovely start to the new year, 
 
Best wishes, 

       Gemma (Chair of Friends) 
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