Messages from the Office...
Direct Payment Work Using Wyvern Staff
Just a polite reminder that if you employ our staff for direct payment work to provide respite/care for your
child, please treat this as a completely separate job as if they were not employees of Wyvern.
In particular, for example, they are not permitted to discuss anything relating to your child’s day at school;
any such enquiries should go through your child’s teacher in the normal way. Please do not ask any
questions relating to school as this will cause embarrassment and/or an awkward situation for the staff
member.
Pupil Absence

Wyvern Academy Newsletter
ISSUE 26 December 2019

Lower School
Jet class have had a wonderful term learning
all about household machines and how they work. We
particularly enjoyed making washing machines and have loved eating the toast we made
in toasters, Yummy! We've also enjoyed lots of trips out to the park and even the cafe!
Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas from Jet Class.

Should your child be unable to attend school for any reason, please ensure you contact the
school office direct as soon as possible.
If your child is absent due to sickness, please ensure you contact the school each morning as
this will have an impact on the staffing in classes.
Please do not send messages via passenger assistants at it is not their responsibility to inform us,
and the office does not always receive these messages.

Purple class have loved investigating magnets in science and hunting for
domestic machines around the school for topic work. We played lots of
cooperative games and made some gorgeous bracelets in Friendship week
Blue class have enjoyed music and exploring machines. We have managed
to get out on the bus a bit and see machines in situ and have made box
models of them in class. Everyone joined in Friendship week and had a fab time making a
class friendship tree. We are now looking forward to Christmas!

Parent Coffee Mornings
Wed 29th Jan 10-11.30am - School
Wed 26th Feb 10-11.30am - Venue TBC
Wed 18th March 10-11.30am - School
Wed 6th May 10-11.30am - School
Wed 17th June 10-11.30 am - Venue TBC

HEADTEACHER’S BLOG
Dear Parents and Carers,
What a buzz there is around school at this time of year! Children getting excited – staff getting excited – and all
the usual sights, sounds and smells filling the classrooms and corridors. There truly is nowhere more lovely to
be in the build up to Christmas than in a school! While the weather is getting dark and cold and wet outside
and the country continues to face uncertainty, it’s worth remembering the sheer joy our children find in
everything we do to make Christmas magical.
As I write, parents and carers are gathering in the hall to see the Lower School performance, ‘A Simple
nativity’, as they will tomorrow for the Upper School one. It is a great shame that the Hope Church Christmas
Tree festival has had to be discontinued as this was always a big feature for Wyvern students, including seeing
so many of our friends for the carol singing morning. We are having our own carol singing event in school on
Friday and specially decorated hoops done by each class will be hung in the hall, all as a way of putting carols
back in our calendar.
There have been lots of lovely moments we reflect on this term, some large, others small but all so important.
Many have been where we came together as a school, such as wearing yellow for World Mental Health Day,
our Friendship Week events and of course Children in Need. Others are the quieter triumphs of individuals,
many of which are celebrated in our Friday assemblies.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the fantastic staff at Wyvern, I am so privileged to work with; our
wonderful, supportive parents and carers and our inspiring children and young people who bring so much light,
even on the darkest days.
A very happy, healthy and cosy Christmas to everyone.
See you back on Tuesday 7th January 2020.
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Orange class have been really busy. We have been
looking at household machines, visiting Curry’s and using
hoovers in class. As a class we have really been enjoying
music and are getting really good at playing
different
instruments to different tempos! We have also been
Christmas Performance @ 10am
exploring the autumnal countryside and loved a walk
Upper School 12th December
around the woods kicking up the leaves and then coming
back and doing some art with what we had collected. We
are all going to have a try at horse riding, a few of us have Sadly, the children will not be singing carols
at Hope Church this year - this is due to
been already and loved it. We have just started practicing
for our Christmas performance and will be busy making lots Hope Church not having enough volunteers
of Christmas decorations.
to run their event.
Green class have been doing lots of lovely sensory
activities relating to nursery rhymes, children in need and
friendship week. We are all looking forward to Christmas
and all our Christmas activities.

We hope to see you all at the Christmas
Performances.
Last Day of Term
Friday 20th December
Inset Day
Monday 6th January 2020
First Day of Term
Tuesday 7th January 2020

Post-16 Department News

Upper School
What a fun and varied term. Two Upper school teams entered the interschool Boccia tournament and
each team won several matches and we now know how to play competitively! We have all taken part in
Friendship Week, a Halloween Party, Children in Need Day and a celebration of Sukkot as well as lots of work too
of course!
Upper school are now enjoying the excitement of beginning to prepare for Christmas, having completed our
machines topic. Rehearsals have begun for our Santa’s Workshop performance on the 12th December and
Christmas gifts and art projects are under way.
Wishing everyone a very happy and peaceful Christmas.

Sixth Form trips out have included Cineworld to see Abominable as part of the Into Film
festival, to Lodmoor Country Park to collect pine cones to decorate for Christmas, and to
Goulds garden centre to take photos of wreaths as objects of reference for Horticulture. Roll
on the festive season!
We have been out in the community working on developing life skills to make choices and order
meals in cafes, finding items in supermarkets and using self-checkout tills and then working together
to make meals to share.
Riley has joined the Sixth Form in Endeavour class. He is a happy and smiley young man who has
settled in well.
Endeavour visited Dorset Abilities and joined in with the Clubbersize class!
In Discovery class we have been working on our photography skills
independently using the pentax camera to take portraits of our peers and are
now taking photographs of still life compositions. We will be using
these photographs to make Christmas cards to sell as part of our
business enterprise.
Pathways have had lots of fun taking selfies and portraits of each other
this term in art! We have also been investigating different ingredients to
make curry pastes and pesto to sell for Christmas business enterprise,
and done a bit of tasting too...

View from the Trustees
Hi Everyone,
With Christmas fast approaching the Trustee committees have been as busy as ever, with meetings of the
Health & Safety Committee, the Diversity & Equality Committee, the Teaching & Learning Committee and the
Finance & Resources Committee. When new Trustees join the board, they can choose to join whichever
group they have the most interest in. Then all 4 groups come together for a Full Trustee Board meeting at the
end of each term.
We still have 2 vacancies for Parent Trustees and 1 vacancy for a Community Trustee, so do get in touch with
me in the office on 01305 817917 or pop Gemma our Chair an email at gbrayshaw@wyvern.dorset.sch.uk if
you are interested or know of someone who may be, perhaps a friend, grandparent or other family member
who is keen to help. Maybe come in for a tour and a chat to find out more?
Did you know there is lots of interesting and free training available for all our Trustees, to support them in their
important and rewarding role.

The Friends of Wyvern committee hope you all have a wonderful Christmas holiday.
'Friends' have been busy talking to building companies to look at how we get the life skills caravan onto site
and connect it up to utilities. We are very excited to be getting to the stage where we can see this becoming a
reality.
Christmas presents for each pupil at Wyvern have been provided by Friends of Wyvern each year. We
reviewed whether we can continue this lovely tradition and the good news is that a budget has been set for this
to continue this year too! We have even spoken to Father Christmas himself who will be visiting to drop the
gifts off himself this year. A huge thank you to The Rotary Club for making this happen.
Our next meeting is January 15th, 7pm at school and all are welcome to attend.

Wishing you and your family the magic of Christmastime!
Regards

Friends of Wyvern

Tina
(Clerk to the Trustees & Admin Officer)

Best wishes,

Gemma (Chair of Friends)

