Message from the Office...
M&S’s autism-friendly/SEND-friendly school uniform range and much more
Marks and Spencer's have created a special range of clothes adapted for children who need extra help whether they have feeding tubes or simply need clothes that are easy to put on and super-gentle on
sensitive skin - to help make dressing easier, quicker, more comfortable - more fun!
Visit: https://www.marksandspencer.com/l/kids/easy-dressing

Thank you to everyone who completed the survey in relation to Short Breaks for Children who are Disabled.
Your views are important to us and we are already starting to analyse the results of the
survey. The ten winners of our Short Break survey draw have been sent a letter from
Dorset Council and the Dorset Parent Carer Council with their £25 high street voucher.
A summary of the results will be created and shared with everyone who completed the
survey, and with professionals and organisations. It will also be available on the Dorset Parent Carer
Council website.
The survey results will form an important part of our future planning for Short Break opportunities in Dorset.
Thank you once again to everyone who took part..

Dorset Council

HEADTEACHER’S BLOG
It has been a lovely start to the new school year with an unexpectedly warm September, enabling classes to
get out and about and take advantage of our fantastic Dorset environment. As always school has been a very
busy place as we have welcomed new pupils and new staff and it has been great to see how well everyone
has settled in.
You may have noticed too that our new look website is now up and running (www.wyvernacademy.co.uk – not
to be confused with a school in the north with the same name!) We have had very positive feedback so far and
some of the pages are, as I write, having their content updated to ensure everything published is current and
correct. We are still catching a few occasional broken links so bear with us while we sort these out. I will be
starting regular entries in my online blog with photos of everything happening in school and we are restarting
the ‘sign of the week’ programme shortly, including videos of pupils demonstrating the week’s sign.
I hope you have enjoyed looking through the first newsletter of the year. Parents’ Evening will be on 13 th
November (2nd week after half term) and I will look forward to talking with many of you then.
Kind regards

Bruce Douglas

Wyvern Academy, Wey Valley Campus, Dorchester Road, Weymouth
T: 01305 817917
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Wyvern News
Green class has been settling in to a new school year.
They have been learning about their faces, finding ways of
communicating and getting to know the school. They have
been learning through play and using all their senses.
Orange class have got off to a flying start this year. We had a highly successful
first trip out together to Abbotsbury Farm. We have really been enjoying our PE and cookery sessions too!
We are about to start work on pushes and pulls and the book ‘That’s Not My Robot!’
The new Blue class has been getting to know each other and their surroundings. We have looked at different
body parts through art, cooking and sensology and done lots of exploring with our hands.
Purple Class have quickly settled down into the new academic year and are thoroughly enjoying each
others company. The first few weeks we have been immersed in the 'All About Me' topic which has included
lots of work around what we look like - our similarities and differences. Everyone loved making face pizza and
our literacy has been hair raising!
Jet Class have had a great start to the new school year. We've really enjoyed getting to know each
other through our 'All About Me' topic and learning about each others families. We've explored our senses
through sensory phonics tasting lots of food beginning with our focus letter and enjoyed lots of messy play! We
can't wait to get started learning about machines in our next topic and our focus book, ‘That's not my Robot!’

Post-16 Department News

Upper School
It was great to welcome everyone back in September and also to meet students new to the
Department and to our School.
All classes in the Upper School started by getting to know each other through the topic of
‘All About Me’ and there are some very interesting portraits going up to reflect this work.
We are now just starting on this term’s topic which is Machines. This topic has linked well with Science and many
students have been out and about exploring the forces of push and pull or looking at machines in different
environments. Food technology has also been based on the use of a range of different machines.

WyFri is a training café run by the Sixth Form students from
Wyvern Academy. The café alternates between the Dorford
Centre (Dorchester) and Hope Church (Weymouth) on
Fridays during term time, approximately once a fortnight.
As part of the WyFri experience, students will have done the
shopping, and laid the tables out ready to serve the
customers before they arrive. Students are encouraged to
communicate with their customers, and take their orders in
addition to making the food and drinks.
Parents of Wyvern Academy students and the wider
community are welcome to attend!

Speech & Language Needs
NHS Dorset Clinical Commissioning Group
(CCG) and its local authority partners are
reviewing Children’s Speech and Language
Communication Needs Services in Dorset.
The objective of the project is to deliver a whole
system approach to improving speech,
language and communication services for
children and young people under 25 years old
living in Dorset, to ensure services are
sustainable in the future.
The project is in its first year and is currently
focused on carrying out an initial review of
existing services.
At the same time as
collecting this data, we recognise the
importance of gathering views and experience
from service users and to ensure patients,
carers and the public have their say about the
service.
The survey feedback will be
anonymous and will be analysed alongside the
service review data and will inform future
Speech and Language commissioning for
Dorset.
The survey closing date is 31st October,
please find the link below to complete.

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/
SpeechandLanguageServiceReview

View from the Trustees
Hi Everyone!
It’s been great to see all the children back at school after the summer holidays. In the office, Sue and I love to
see their happy faces when they come in to school in the morning!
The Trustees are ‘back to school’ too, with our AGM held on the 25th September. As ever there was plenty to
go through, including looking at our committees and membership.
We currently have 2 vacancies for Parent Trustees and 1 vacancy for a Community Trustee. Perhaps this is
something you would like to know more about? If so, please don’t hesitate to contact me either on 01305
817917 or drop me an email at twhiteside@wyvern.dorset.sch.uk. Or maybe you know of someone who
would make an ideal Trustee (Governor) for Wyvern. We are happy to answer any questions you may have.
We will also be advertising for these roles soon, but do get in touch in the meantime if you are interested.
Finally, following the AGM, I am pleased to let you know that Gemma has been voted in for another year as
Chair of Trustees and Helen will be Vice Chair. Thank you to Gemma and Helen for taking on these roles and
to all our Trustees for giving up their time to support Wyvern.
Regards,

Tina
(Clerk to the Trustees & Admin Officer)

Friends of Wyvern
Hello Everyone!
New school year, new projects! Firstly we need to complete fundraising for the life skills caravan. October
will see the end of the Co-Op community funding, we will have the total at the end of October.
Sara Hircock has been busy during the holidays completing a tough mudder challenge raising over £2000
with Barclays match funding. Some members of The Ridgeway Riders have completed a bike ride from
Lands end to John O'Groats and a race night, raising over £2200. Huge, huge thanks for their enormous
fundraising efforts!
Our next meeting is January 15th, 7pm at school. If you have any ideas, please feel free to come along or
send your suggestions for discussion to Friends@wyvern.dorset.sch.uk. All fundraising efforts are also
welcomed, please let us know if you intend to fundraise on our behalf before an event so we know how best
to support you. Perhaps you know a business that would accept a collection tin?
Hope to see you soon.

Gemma (Chair of Friends)

