HEADTEACHER’S BLOG
Dear Parents and Carers,
As you can see, this has been a very eventful term in all three departments of the school already and the
recent stretch of sunny days has really made it feel like summer is just around the corner! As always there
have been lots of trips out for classes, some for community access or their own individualised programmes
and others around our topic this term of ‘Minibeasts’.
It has been great to see so much more art going on in school. Art is a fabulous sensory, spiritual expression
that can act as an approach to many aspects of learning here at Wyvern. The Darrell Wakelam day was a
huge success, as was the rainforest day, both generating some semi-permanent large scale displays for the
school. Dramatherapy has long been an important part of our broader curriculum and this term we said
goodbye and good luck to Cozz Prendergast who has started her maternity leave. Sharon Hayward, an
experienced dramatherapist will be taking over until Cozz returns later next year.
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Lower School

I am very pleased that we will be starting yoga sessions very soon too. Debbie Ross-Mackenzie already works
with lots of children’s and adult disability groups locally and yoga will be another lovely addition to what we
offer here.

Orange Class finished last term with an exciting Easter
egg hunt after learning about Easter. We have started this
term on Mini Beasts and have begun by looking at spiders
and lady birds. We also enjoyed a whole school art project
making huge 3D mini beasts. In Orange Class this term we are using the
‘Picky Eaters’ approach to playing with different food groups and are
focusing on ‘dry and crunchy’. We are hoping for some fine weather to go
on bug hunts!

Sadly there was not a large enough take up for the mental health discussion groups this term so we have
decided to plan some different sessions over the coming year that will take place during the school day.

Green Class have been decorating biscuits and they helped with the
6th form art project. They are enjoying learning about mini beasts.

By now you should have received your second mid-year progress report for your son or daughter which we
very much hope will help keep you well-informed about how they are getting on with their targets. I also
recently wrote to you about ways we support learning at home and what ‘homework’ looks like at Wyvern
which I hope was useful as well.

Yellow Class started our mini beast topic this term helping create some big mini beast
artwork. We have also been exploring mini beast stories in literacy and numeracy and going on
bug hunts for some sensory exploration. For PHSE we have been concentrating on road safety
and safe road crossing and learning about the social sight vocabulary associated with this.

Wishing you a very happy, healthy (and sunny) Whitsun break. Pupils back on Tuesday 4th June.

Blue Class have been enjoying our new topic on Mini beasts, particularly our visit to
Thorncombe woods -bug hunting. We found woodlice, spiders, earwigs and worms!

Bruce Douglas
Outstanding Quality Mark for Wyvern Academy 2019
Wyvern Academy is celebrating its recent re-assessment of the Move
Quality Mark. Charlotte Peck (Move Programme Manager) was very
impressed with the work that we do here at Wyvern Academy. Move has
been developed here at Wyvern since 2012 and we received our first Move Quality Mark in
2013. The Move programme has made a huge impact to our pupils learning, and quality of life.
Charlotte Peck’s report states that the MOVE Programme at Wyvern Academy continues to be delivered to
an outstanding level. The MOVE ethos is clearly embedded and the school should be commended for its
communication of the programme at all levels of the organisation and for its energetic and motivated
delivery of the programme from all members of the team, driven by the MOVE Co-ordinator.
MOVE remains strongly embedded throughout the organisation and there is clear support for the ongoing
importance and development of MOVE from the senior leadership team.
Wyvern Academy continues to be a Centre of Excellence, demonstrating high quality
MOVE Programme delivery and is encouraged to continue sharing their excellent practise
with others and further developing MOVE in their local and regional area.
Congratulations Wyvern Academy - Sue Marshall (Move Coordinator)
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Purple Class had a fabulous last day out at the park with Lesley before she left school
after 20 years. We are excited to be horse riding this half term and are becoming skilled in
Boccia. We have also been working hard to understand Social Sight Vocabulary and
identifying it in school and out in the community.

Post-16 Department News

Upper School
The Upper School enjoyed finishing off the Rainforest Topic and had
a morning of visiting each other’s classrooms to explore the
rainforest in different ways. We had a story in Jet class where some
of the students were parachuted into the rainforest, a sensory
experience in Burgundy where all of the senses explored the
rainforest, chameleon art activities in Aqua and we made a chocolate
jungle in Magenta Class. We have also enjoyed dressing up for World
Book Day and wearing a hat to raise money for brain tumour research.
Burgundy enjoyed a day out at Kingston Maurward and have visited a wheelchair friendly Park in
West Bay. Magenta also completed lots of work on planting and growing.

In March some of the 6th form students visited Avon Tyrell activity centre, and took
part in various outdoor activities, including pedal boats, abseiling, archery and
bushcraft.
Although it was quite cold, everyone had a great time!
As part of our Art and Media topic for this term, we have been working on art
in the style of Piet Mondrian!
On the 23rd April, Darrell Wakelam came into school to run art workshops throughout the
day. The result was a whole school collaboration which will be displayed near the front
entrance very soon made up of a selection of fabulous mini beasts! All students enjoyed the
experience and were able to contribute and we hope to welcome Darrell back again soon.
This term, Discovery have been working on making choices about leisure activities they enjoy.

Friends of Wyvern
Hello Everyone!

View from the Trustees
Hi Everyone!

Firstly a big shout out to Sara Hircock for running in the London marathon for Friends of
Wyvern. What a star! Wearing the top entry in our design a t-shirt competition. Well done to
the winning family, who received their very own t-shirts!

I hope you all enjoyed the Easter break and wonderful Easter bank holiday weather!
It’s amazing to think we are in Summer Term again already and we certainly have lots to fit in before the
Summer holidays. This week the Trustees’ Health & Safety Committee are due to meet, along with the
Finance & Resources and Diversity & Equality meetings before half term. Some Trustees also have training
booked and Gemma and I will be inducting our new Parent Trustee Helen, who we are delighted to be shortly
welcoming onto the board.

Wishing you all, the best of luck for the raffle draw, some great prizes will be on their way to the winners.
The Life-Skills Caravan project fundraising is in full swing and we hope to have
enough money raised by the end of the year, if not earlier. The sensory garden is out
in full bloom and I can't wait to see the children enjoying it in some beautiful Spring
weather.

One of our Trustees has now moved into the ‘Community Trustee’ category leaving vacancies for 1 more
Parent Trustee and 2 Community Trustees. Do get in touch if you are interested, or know of anyone who
may be a great asset to our board. As always we’d love to hear from you!

At this week’s meeting we will be looking at the idea of hosting a small summer fete,
completely free of charge for the children complete with games and prizes. I hope to
bring you more information on that soon.

Do have a look on the Wyvern Academy website for more information on our Trustee Board - just click on
‘Who’s Who’ in the blue bar at the top. There is loads of other interesting information on the website too,
along with some great pictures of what the pupils have been up to.

Don’t forget you can collect free donations for Friends every time you shop online! It’s
quick and simple, won’t cost you a penny and will help towards our fundraising for the
children. Just go to easyfundraising.org.uk and type Friends of Wyvern in the search
bar.

Tina
(Clerk to the Trustees & Admin Officer)

Gemma (Chair of Friends)

