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Admissions to Wyvern Academy 

Introduction 

Wyvern is a Co-Operative Academy and is a member of the Aspect Cooperative Trust. It is a 

Specialist School for pupils & students with severe, profound and complex learning difficulties aged 2 

to 19 years. 

In addition to their delayed cognitive development most pupils and students also have additional 

needs related to: 

 Language & communication 

 Physical needs & mobility 

 Sensory impairments 

 Medical or nursing needs 

 Social, emotional and personal care needs 

All pupils & students follow a personalised curriculum based on the Foundation Stage and National 

Curriculum depending upon age. Learning experiences and objectives are differentiated to meet 

individual needs in age appropriate settings with a focus on the Teaching & Learning. 

Admissions Process 

1.   Criteria for Admission 

Wyvern Academy provides education provision for pupils and students who have severely or 

profoundly delayed cognitive development and related skills and abilities. 

Independent of chronological age, development will range from early months to approximately 

a Year 3 level. This leads to delayed learning in all areas of development. 

Pupils and students may also present with a wide range of additional language, 

communication and associated behaviour, physical, mobility, medical or sensory or needs. 

These circumstances limit the understanding of pupils in social interaction and their 

understanding of the world around them. 

All pupils or students will have a full Educational Health Care Plan that will replace a 

Statement of Special Educational Needs which identifies their needs, an appropriate school 

placement and related information. 

2.  Admissions Procedures 

Educational and related special needs will have been identified through pre-school 

assessment or through the Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCO) in a 

mainstream school. 

The assessment process will have resulted in the drafting of an Educational Health Care Plan 

/ Statement of Special Educational Needs. 
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Information from the assessment process will be presented to the SEN Panel within Children’s 

Service. This panel will then name an appropriate school to meet the special educational and 

related needs. 

If Wyvern Academy is named as the appropriate school Special Educational Needs casework 

officer, Jude Ellery or Chris Collins will request a place on behalf of the individual. 

The majority of admissions take place at the start of the school year (September) but, because 

of unavoidable circumstances, some pupils also join the school roll at other times. 

If Wyvern Academy is not able to offer a place to the pupil or student the Special Educational 

Needs casework officer will respond on behalf of the SEN Panel. 

3. Parent & Carer Preferences 

Parents & Carers play a crucial role in the process of assessing and defining the Educational 

Health Care Plan / Statement of Special Educational Needs working with a wide range of 

professionals from a variety of services. 

Parents & Carers are also entitled to express a preference for a specific school or type of 

school and this will be considered by the SEN Panel. 

4. Before Admission 

Prior to any pupil or student being admitted into the school meetings will have taken place with 

the group of people associated with the child. This could include physiotherapists, speech and 

language therapists, medical staff to name but a few. Together they will share important 

information which will help to make sure that their placement is appropriate.  Parents and 

children will visit the school and class teachers will visit parents and children at home or at 

their previous school to gain as much information as possible to enable a smooth transition 

into school. 

5. After Admission 

After the pupil or student has started in the school regular reviews will take place. These 

reviews are statutory and they allow the staff working with the pupil or student to review the 

child’s placement in the school. It also gives parents and carers the opportunity to request 

changes in their child’s statement. 

6. Admission to 6th Form 

Year 11 pupils and families choose their 6th form placement either in a local special school, 

specialist setting or local college.  They then have to fill in a preference form and this goes to 

an admission panel in the Spring Term prior to transfer to 6th Form.  
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